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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUBCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


> 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  cf  Health 


for  the  YEAR 


1940 


L.  WILSON  EVANS,  i£.C.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


Tn  The  chairman  and  Members  of 
T°  ?he  Oswestry  Rural  District  Council 


nr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  for  last  year 

the  minister  of  Health  has  decided  that  the  report 
of  1940  should  be  an  interim  report  confined  to 
essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected 
the  public  health  during  the  year. 

xour  obedient  Servant, 


L.  WILSON  EVAHS. 
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Public  Health  Staff 

Whole  or 
part 
time. 

U  ame 

Qualif icat ions 

Office  Held 

L,  Wilson  Evans 

M.B. >  B.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
M.R.O.S- ,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Part . 

H*  Haskayne 

Cert .R . San .  I  •  » 

M .  S  .  I .  A . 

Housing  and 
Sanitary  Inspector 
Meat  Inspector. 

Whole. 

T.  H.  Powel 

Cert. San. Knowledge 

Liverpool  University 
School  of  Hygiene. 

Clerk  and 
Assistant . 

Whole. 
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Oswestry  Rural  District  Council 
Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  YEAR  1940- 


Population  : 

Census  1931  .  •••  *;• 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  to  middle  1940 

Live  Births  :  Male  Female  Totals 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 


Birth  Rate  : 

Rural  District  ••• 

England  and  Wales 

Deaths  : 

Rural  District  •••  ••• 

Death  Rate  : 

Rural  District  (Uncorrecte 
11  11  (Corrected) 

England  and  Wales 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


•  *  • 

•  •  • 


•  ♦  •  * 


Rural  District 
England  and  Wales 

Still  Births  : 

Rural  District  (Legitimate) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  : 

Deaths  from  Measles  : 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  : 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  : 

(under  2  years  01  age) 


121 

99 

220 

2 

2 

11 

130 

101 

231 

1939 

1240 

13.5 

13.5 

15.0 

14.6 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

124 

99 

223 

1242. 

1 

13.9 

13.03 

12.5 

12.11 

11.6 

14.03 

r  of  age  : 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

6 

4 

10 

6 

4 

10 

Live 

Eirths  : 

12k 

1940 

46 

43 

50 

55 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

5 

5 

10 

18 

13 

31 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

16,603 

17,110 

1939 

225 

12 

237 


1 222 

222 


Humber  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 


Number 

Number  .  . 

of  cases 

i.  admitted 

Deaths 

to  Hospital 

Diphtheria 

26 

26 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

6 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

13 

13 

3 

Pneumonia 

24 

6 

Erysipelas 

7 

Meaeles 

34 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

Notification  Rate  : 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  -  per  1,000  Total 

Births.  (Live 

and  St 

im  m 

Rural  District 

•  •  • 

20.32  24.79 

England  and  Wales  ... 

•  •  • 

14.35  n.96 

The  thirteen  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  were  distributed 
as  shown  below  - 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar 

.  April 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept . 

Oct . 

Nov 

.  Deer 

2 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

According 

to 

ages  and  sexes 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  - 

5 

years 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5  - 

10 

11 

2 

— 

1 

— 

10  - 

15 

n 

1 

2 

— 

1 

15  - 

20 

11 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20  - 

23 

IT 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25  - 

30 

II 

.  ... 

2 

1 

— 

- 

Totals 

7 

6 

1 

2 

All  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  the  majority  to  Monk- 
moor  Isolation  Hospital.  Of  the  cases  in  which  death  took  place 
1  case  died  on  the  day  of  admission,  the  same  day  as  the 
onset  of  symptoms. 
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1  case  died  on  the  day  after  admission,  four  days  after  the 
onset  of  symptoms. 

1  case  died  on  the  second  day  after  admission,  three  days 
after  the  onset  of  symptoms. 

The  case  mortality  was  2355. 

Of  the  eight  cases  which  recovered 

5  were  admitted  to  hospital  the  day  after  the  onset  of  the 

first  symptoms. 

1  two  days  after  onset. 

1  three  days  after  onset,  the  only  case  in  which  there  was 

a  record  of  specific  treatment  having  been  given  at  home. 

1  five  days  after  onset. 

There  was  no  second  case  in  the  same  house.  There  was 
apparent  connection  between  two  cases,  the  first  of  the  two 
cases  spent  two  days  at  a  house,  on  the  second  of  which  she 
complained  of  aching  limbs  and  six  days  afterwards  the  boy  in 
this  house  developed  the  disease. 

In  four  cases  there  were  contacts  at  a  works  in  a  district 
where  there  were  considerable  numbers  of  cases,  and  in  another 
some  visitors  from  an  infected  town,  in  the  rest  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  the  source  of  infection. 

They  were  scattered  throughout  the  district  mostly  in 
sparsely  populated  areas,  cases  occurring  in  ten  widely  separated 
parishes.  In  one  further  case  notified  as  suffering  from 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  the  diagnosis  was  revised  after  admission 
to  hospital  as  "Bronchitis  and  Teething". 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


A  very  good  response  was  made  by  parents  to  the  immunis¬ 
ation  scheme  which  was  initiated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  number  of  children  treated  by  the  end  of  1940  were  - 

Children  over  5  years  of  age  1275  of  children 

on  school  registers. 

Children  under  5  years  of  age  198 

1473 
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Children  in  all  the  twenty-three  schools  in  the  district 
were  inoculated. 

One  snail  scho'ol  had  100$  treated 

Two  schools  had  8l$ 

Six  schools  had  over  60$ 

Eight  schools  had  over  50$ 

The  remaining  six  were  "between  42  and  29  per  cent. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a  child  who  had  the 
immunising  injection. 

The  material  used  was  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid,  two  doses 
of  .2  and  .5  cc.  at  an  interval  of  four  weeks. 


Tuberculo 

sis 

Notification  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  ...  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Non-Respiratory  .  .  . 

3 

7 

10 

Deaths  : 

Respiratory  •  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

3 

5 

Non-Respiratory 

1 

2 

3 

-6- 


S\ 


